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ABSTRACT 

India's space program has made significant 
strides in recent years, including its lunar 
exploration agenda. As a signatory to the Moon 
Agreement, an international treaty that governs 
the activities of states on the Moon and other 
celestial bodies, India's approach to this treaty 
has policy perspectives and potential impacts. 
This research paper provides a comprehensive 
analysis of India's approach to the Moon 
Agreement, examining its compliance with the 
treaty, challenges, and opportunities, and 
potential impacts in legal, economic, and 
strategic aspects. The paper explores India's 
space policies, international treaties, and 
scholarly articles to understand India's evolving 
space program, its interests in lunar exploration, 
and the implications of its approach to the 
Moon Agreement. The paper discusses how 
India's compliance with the Moon Agreement 
may shape its lunar exploration agenda and 
impact its reputation as a responsible space-
faring nation. It also highlights challenges such 
as resource utilization, conflicting interests, and 
evolving legal frameworks. Opportunities in 
terms of international collaborations, 
technological advancements, and socio-
economic benefits are also examined. The 
paper concludes by discussing the future 
prospects and implications of India's approach 
to the Moon Agreement, emphasizing the need 
for aligning policies, technologies, and 
collaborations to maximize benefits and 
contribute to space governance. This research 
paper provides insights into India's approach to 
the Moon Agreement and its potential impacts, 
offering valuable perspectives for policymakers, 

researchers, and space enthusiasts interested 
in India's lunar exploration agenda. 

Keywords: Lunar, Space, Moon Agreement, 
Treaty. 

INTRODUCTION 

The exploration and utilization of outer space 
have become a significant area of interest for 
nations across the globe. With advancements in 
space technology and increasing ambitions for 
space exploration, there is a growing need for 
international agreements and policies to 
govern these activities. One such agreement is 
the Moon Agreement, formally known as the 
Agreement Governing the Activities of States on 
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, which was 
adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly in 1979. 

India, with its emerging space program and 
aspirations to explore the Moon, has been an 
active participant in discussions related to the 
Moon Agreement. The Moon Agreement aims to 
establish a framework for the peaceful use and 
exploration of the Moon and other celestial 
bodies, and it includes provisions related to 
property rights, non-appropriation, and 
international cooperation. However, India has 
not yet ratified the Moon Agreement and has 
expressed reservations about some of its 
provisions. 

This research paper seeks to analyze India's 
approach to the Moon Agreement by examining 
the policy perspectives and potential impacts. 
The paper will delve into India's stance on the 
Moon Agreement, the reasons behind its 
reservations, and the potential implications of 

https://mr.iledu.in/
https://iledu.in/


 

 

17 | P a g e                    J o u r n a l  H o m e  P a g e  –  h t t p s : / / m r . i l e d u . i n /    

ILE MONTHLY REVIEW 

Volume I and Issue I of 2023    

ISBN - 978-81-961828-8-5 

 

Published by 

Institute of Legal Education 

https://iledu.in 

India's position on the agreement's 
effectiveness and the future of lunar exploration. 
Through a comprehensive analysis of India's 
policy perspectives and potential impacts, this 
research paper aims to contribute to the 
understanding of India's approach to the Moon 
Agreement and its implications for the 
international space community. 

The paper will begin with an overview of the 
Moon Agreement, its objectives, and key 
provisions. It will then discuss India's stance on 
the agreement, including its reservations and 
concerns. The paper will also explore the policy 
perspectives that shape India's approach to the 
Moon Agreement, including its national space 
policy, scientific goals, and strategic 
considerations. Furthermore, the paper will 
analyze the potential impacts of India's 
approach on the effectiveness of the Moon 
Agreement and the future of lunar exploration, 
including its implications for international 
cooperation, property rights, and space 
governance. 

In conclusion, this research paper aims to 
provide a comprehensive analysis of India's 
approach to the Moon Agreement, shedding 
light on its policy perspectives and potential 
impacts. By examining India's stance on the 
Moon Agreement and the reasons behind it, this 
research paper will contribute to a nuanced 
understanding of India's position in the global 
discourse on space governance and the 
utilization of lunar resources. 

OVERVIEW OF THE MOON AGREEMENT 

 The Moon Agreement, formally known as the 
Agreement Governing the Activities of States on 
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, is an 
international treaty adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly in 1979. It aims to 
establish a legal framework for the exploration 
and use of the Moon and other celestial bodies, 
with a focus on promoting peaceful and 
cooperative activities. The key objectives of the 
Moon Agreement are: 

 1. Non-appropriation: The Moon Agreement 
prohibits any claim of national sovereignty 
over the Moon or other celestial bodies and 
their resources. It emphasizes that the 
Moon and its resources are the common 
heritage of humankind, and their 
exploration and use should be carried out 
for the benefit of all countries and humanity 
as a whole. 

 2. International cooperation: The Moon 
Agreement encourages international 
cooperation among states in the 
exploration and utilization of the Moon and 
other celestial bodies. It emphasizes the 
importance of sharing scientific knowledge 
and benefits, promoting technology 
transfer, and facilitating joint projects. 

 3. Conservation and protection: The Moon 
Agreement emphasizes the need to protect 
the lunar environment and its scientific, 
historic, and cultural values. It requires 
states to take appropriate measures to 
prevent the harmful disruption of the lunar 
environment and to ensure that their 
activities do not adversely affect the 
activities of other states. 

 4. Freedom of access: The Moon Agreement 
guarantees freedom of access and use of 
the Moon and other celestial bodies to all 
states, regardless of their economic or 
scientific capabilities. It prohibits any 
discriminatory practices in the exploration 
and use of the Moon and its resources. 

 5. Dispute resolution: The Moon Agreement 
provides mechanisms for the peaceful 
settlement of disputes related to its 
interpretation and implementation, 
including through negotiation, mediation, 
and arbitration. 

The Moon Agreement has been ratified by 18 
countries, but key spacefaring nations, including 
the United States, Russia, and China, have not 
ratified it. India, which has a burgeoning space 
program and has shown interest in lunar 
exploration, has also not ratified the Moon 

https://mr.iledu.in/
https://iledu.in/


 

 

18 | P a g e                    J o u r n a l  H o m e  P a g e  –  h t t p s : / / m r . i l e d u . i n /    

ILE MONTHLY REVIEW 

Volume I and Issue I of 2023    

ISBN - 978-81-961828-8-5 

 

Published by 

Institute of Legal Education 

https://iledu.in 

Agreement and has expressed reservations 
about certain provisions of the treaty, which 
warrants further analysis of India's approach to 
this international agreement. 

BACKGROUND ON INDIA’S SPACE PROGRAM 
AND INTERESTS IN LUNAR EXPLORATION 

India has made significant strides in space 
exploration, establishing itself as a leading 
spacefaring nation in recent years. The Indian 
Space Research Organization (ISRO), India's 
national space agency, has been at the 
forefront of India's space program, undertaking 
a wide range of space activities including 
satellite launches, planetary exploration, and 
lunar missions. 

India's space program dates back to the 1960s, 
with the establishment of the Indian National 
Committee for Space Research (INCOSPAR), 
which later evolved into ISRO in 1969. Since then, 
ISRO has developed a robust space program, 
with notable achievements such as the 
successful launch of India's first satellite, 
Aryabhata, in 1975, and the development of the 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and the 
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(GSLV) for satellite launches. 

India's interest in lunar exploration has been 
evident through its Chandrayaan program. 
Chandrayaan-1, India's first lunar mission, was 
launched in 2008 and successfully orbited the 
Moon, conducting extensive scientific studies 
and mapping the lunar surface. The mission 
also confirmed the presence of water molecules 
on the lunar surface, which has implications for 
future lunar exploration and utilization of lunar 
resources. 

Following the success of Chandrayaan-1, India 
launched Chandrayaan-2 in 2019, which aimed 
to land a rover on the lunar surface. Although 
the rover did not successfully land, the orbiter 
continues to operate and conduct scientific 
experiments, furthering India's scientific and 
technological capabilities in lunar exploration. 

India's space program has been driven by 
various objectives, including scientific research, 
technology development, national pride, and 
strategic considerations. India has highlighted 
the peaceful nature of its space program and 
has expressed intentions to promote 
international cooperation in space activities, 
including lunar exploration. 

India's interests in lunar exploration are 
multifaceted, including the potential scientific 
discoveries, technological advancements, and 
the utilization of lunar resources for economic 
and strategic benefits. However, India's 
approach to the Moon Agreement, as an 
international framework governing the activities 
on the Moon, has been a subject of policy 
perspectives and analysis, given its reservations 
about certain provisions of the treaty. 
Understanding India's approach to the Moon 
Agreement is crucial in comprehending its 
stance on the international governance of lunar 
exploration and utilization. 

INDIA’S SPACE PROGRAM: EVOLUTION, 
OBJECTIVES, AND LUNAR EXPLORATION 

India's space program has evolved significantly 
over the years, with the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) playing a pivotal role in its 
development. ISRO, established in 1969, has 
been responsible for planning, developing, and 
implementing India's space missions, which 
have encompassed a wide range of activities, 
including satellite launches, remote sensing, 
communication, navigation, and planetary 
exploration. 

The objectives of India's space program are 
multi-fold: 

 1. Scientific Research: India's space program 
has a strong emphasis on scientific 
research and exploration. ISRO has 
conducted numerous missions to study the 
Earth, the Moon, Mars, and other celestial 
bodies, with the aim of advancing scientific 
knowledge, understanding planetary 
processes, and unraveling the mysteries of 
the universe. 
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 2. Technological Advancement: India's 
space program has been instrumental in 
developing indigenous technological 
capabilities, including launch vehicles, 
satellites, ground systems, and payloads. 
ISRO has focused on developing cutting-
edge technologies in areas such as 
propulsion, communication, remote 
sensing, and navigation, to drive self-
reliance and technological prowess. 

 3. Societal Applications: India's space 
program has been geared towards 
addressing societal needs and leveraging 
space technology for national 
development. ISRO has developed a range 
of applications, such as 
telecommunication, meteorology, disaster 
management, agriculture, and health care, 
to improve the lives of people in India and 
beyond. 

 4. International Cooperation: India has 
actively sought international cooperation in 
its space program, with a view to fostering 
collaboration, sharing of expertise, and 
building mutual capabilities. ISRO has 
collaborated with various countries and 
space agencies in joint missions, satellite 
launches, and scientific research, 
demonstrating India's commitment to 
global cooperation in space exploration. 

 5. Economic Benefits: India sees its space 
program as a means to drive economic 
growth and generate socio-economic 
benefits. ISRO has focused on commercial 
satellite launches, technology transfer, and 
fostering a vibrant space industry 
ecosystem, with the aim of stimulating 
economic growth, creating jobs, and 
promoting innovation. 

In terms of lunar exploration, India has been 
actively pursuing missions to the Moon through 
its Chandrayaan program. Chandrayaan-1, 
launched in 2008, successfully orbited the Moon 
and conducted scientific experiments, mapping 
the lunar surface and confirming the presence 

of water molecules. Chandrayaan-2, launched 
in 2019, aimed to land a rover on the lunar 
surface, but the rover did not successfully land. 
Despite the setback, India has expressed its 
intention to continue its lunar exploration efforts 
in the future, with plans for Chandrayaan-3, a 
follow-up mission to Chandrayaan-2, and other 
potential lunar missions in the pipeline. 

India's lunar exploration plans are driven by 
scientific objectives, technological 
advancements, and the potential utilization of 
lunar resources for societal and economic 
benefits. However, India's approach to the Moon 
Agreement, as an international framework 
governing the activities on the Moon, has been 
a subject of analysis and policy perspectives, 
with India expressing reservations about certain 
provisions of the treaty, which may impact its 
approach to future lunar exploration and 
utilization. Further analysis of India's policy 
perspectives and potential impacts of its 
approach to the Moon Agreement would shed 
light on India's stance on international 
governance of lunar activities. 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF INDIA’S APPROACH TO 
THE MOON AGREEMENT: LEGAL, ECONOMIC, AND 

STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS 

India's approach to the Moon Agreement, which 
is an international treaty governing the 
activities on the Moon, may have potential 
impacts across various domains, including 
legal, economic, and strategic considerations. 

 1. Legal Impacts: India's stance on the Moon 
Agreement may have legal implications. 
The Moon Agreement, adopted in 1979, sets 
forth principles for the use, exploration, and 
exploitation of the Moon's resources in a 
manner that promotes international 
cooperation, avoids harmful interference, 
and ensures the equitable sharing of 
benefits. India's approach to the Moon 
Agreement, including its reservations or 
interpretations of certain provisions, may 
impact its compliance with the treaty and 
its legal obligations. It may also have 
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implications for India's engagement with 
other countries or entities that are parties 
to the Moon Agreement, as well as its 
standing in the international community in 
the context of space governance. 

 2. Economic Impacts: India's approach to the 
Moon Agreement may also have economic 
implications. The Moon is believed to 
contain valuable resources such as water 
ice, minerals, and potential energy sources, 
which could be utilized for various purposes 
including fuel production, construction 
materials, and scientific research. The 
Moon Agreement prohibits any unilateral 
appropriation of lunar resources and 
emphasizes the principle of common 
heritage of mankind, which may impact the 
scope and manner in which India can 
exploit lunar resources. India's stance on 
the Moon Agreement may influence its 
ability to participate in potential future 
economic activities related to lunar 
resources, and may also impact its 
engagement with other countries or entities 
in bilateral or multilateral agreements for 
lunar resource utilization. 

 3. Strategic Considerations: India's approach 
to the Moon Agreement may also be driven 
by strategic considerations. As space 
exploration and utilization, including lunar 
activities, are intertwined with strategic 
interests, India's stance on the Moon 
Agreement may reflect its strategic 
priorities in the space domain. This may 
include concerns about preserving its 
strategic autonomy, safeguarding national 
security interests, and ensuring access to 
potential strategic resources or 
advantageous positions on the Moon. 
India's approach to the Moon Agreement 
may also be shaped by its relations with 
other spacefaring nations, geopolitical 
dynamics, and regional security concerns, 
which may impact its policy decisions and 
actions related to lunar exploration and 
utilization. 

Understanding the potential legal, economic, 
and strategic impacts of India's approach to 
the Moon Agreement is crucial in 
comprehending the implications of its policy 
perspectives and its stance on international 
governance of lunar activities. Further analysis 
and examination of India's approach to the 
Moon Agreement in the context of these 
considerations would provide valuable insights 
into India's overall approach to lunar 
exploration and its implications at various 
levels. 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE MOON AGREEMENT: 
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

India's compliance with the Moon Agreement, 
which is an international treaty governing the 
activities on the Moon, may pose challenges 
and offer opportunities. 

Challenges: 

 1. Interpretation and Reservations: The Moon 
Agreement allows states to interpret and 
make reservations to certain provisions, 
which may lead to differences in 
understanding and application of the 
treaty. India's approach to interpreting and 
making reservations to the Moon 
Agreement may pose challenges in terms 
of aligning with the treaty's principles and 
requirements, as well as potential conflicts 
with other states' interpretations or 
reservations. This may impact India's 
compliance with the treaty and raise issues 
related to legal consistency and 
harmonization. 

 2. Domestic Regulations: India's compliance 
with the Moon Agreement may also be 
influenced by its domestic regulations and 
policies related to space activities. Ensuring 
consistency between domestic laws and 
regulations with international obligations 
under the Moon Agreement may pose 
challenges, particularly in areas such as 
licensing, authorization, and supervision of 
lunar activities. Harmonizing domestic 
regulations with international obligations 
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may require careful coordination and legal 
framework development. 

 3. Resource Utilization: The Moon Agreement 
prohibits unilateral appropriation of lunar 
resources and emphasizes the principle of 
common heritage of mankind. India's 
compliance with these principles may pose 
challenges in terms of resource utilization, 
as it would need to navigate the balance 
between national interests and 
international obligations. Ensuring 
equitable sharing of benefits, avoiding 
harmful interference, and promoting 
international cooperation, as required by 
the Moon Agreement, may require careful 
consideration and practical 
implementation. 

Opportunities: 

 1. International Cooperation: The Moon 
Agreement promotes international 
cooperation among states in the 
exploration and utilization of the Moon. 
India's compliance with the treaty may 
offer opportunities for increased 
collaboration with other countries and 
entities, fostering joint efforts in lunar 
exploration, research, and resource 
utilization. International cooperation may 
provide access to expertise, technology, 
and resources that could enhance India's 
lunar exploration capabilities and 
accelerate its progress in space 
exploration. 

 2. Leadership in Space Governance: 
Complying with the Moon Agreement can 
position India as a responsible space-
faring nation, demonstrating its 
commitment to international space 
governance principles. India's adherence to 
the treaty could present opportunities for 
leadership in shaping global norms and 
regulations related to lunar activities, 
contributing to the development of a 
multilateral framework for sustainable and 

cooperative lunar exploration and 
utilization. 

 3. Technological Advancements: 
Compliance with the Moon Agreement may 
also create opportunities for India to 
develop and showcase its technological 
capabilities in space exploration, resource 
utilization, and related areas. This could 
lead to advancements in space 
technologies, innovation, and expertise, 
which could have broader benefits for 
India's space program, economy, and 
technological prowess. 

In conclusion, while India's compliance with the 
Moon Agreement may pose challenges in terms 
of interpretation, domestic regulations, and 
resource utilization, it also offers opportunities 
for international cooperation, leadership in 
space governance, and technological 
advancements. Navigating these challenges 
and leveraging the opportunities will be crucial 
in shaping India's approach to the Moon 
Agreement and its implications for India's space 
program and interests in lunar exploration. 

 

FUTURE PROSPECTS: IMPLICATIONS FOR INDIA’S 
LUNAR EXPLORATIOON AGENDA AND BEYOND 

The future prospects of India's approach to the 
Moon Agreement have significant implications 
for India's lunar exploration agenda and 
beyond. These prospects may shape India's 
policy decisions, technological advancements, 
and international collaborations in the realm of 
lunar exploration and space governance. 

 1. Policy Decisions: India's approach to the 
Moon Agreement may influence its policy 
decisions related to lunar exploration. 
Complying with the treaty's principles of 
international cooperation, equitable 
sharing of benefits, and avoiding harmful 
interference may guide India's policy 
choices on resource utilization, scientific 
research, and commercial activities on the 
Moon. This may impact India's priorities, 
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strategies, and plans for future lunar 
missions, and shape its engagement with 
other countries and entities in lunar 
exploration. 

 2. Technological Advancements: India's 
compliance with the Moon Agreement may 
also drive technological advancements in 
areas such as lunar landing and rover 
capabilities, resource prospecting and 
extraction technologies, and sustainable 
lunar habitat design. Adhering to the 
treaty's principles may require India to 
develop innovative and sustainable 
technologies for lunar exploration and 
resource utilization, which could have 
broader applications in other space 
missions and technologies. This may also 
spur collaborations with other countries 
and entities to jointly develop and utilize 
advanced space technologies. 

 3. International Collaborations: India's 
approach to the Moon Agreement may 
impact its engagement with other 
countries and entities in international 
collaborations for lunar exploration. 
Complying with the treaty's principles of 
international cooperation may foster 
partnerships, joint missions, and 
information-sharing among countries and 
entities engaged in lunar activities. This 
may open up opportunities for India to 
collaborate with other space-faring 
nations, international organizations, and 
private entities to share resources, 
expertise, and risks in lunar exploration, and 
promote global cooperation in space 
governance. 

 4. Diplomatic Relations: India's compliance 
with the Moon Agreement may also have 
diplomatic implications, as it may shape 
India's relations with other countries, 
particularly those that are parties to the 
treaty. Adhering to the treaty's principles 
may contribute to India's reputation as a 
responsible space-faring nation and a 
cooperative partner in international space 

governance. This may strengthen India's 
diplomatic relations, create opportunities 
for diplomatic initiatives, and enhance its 
standing in the global space community. 

 5. Legal and Regulatory Framework: 
Compliance with the Moon Agreement may 
also impact India's legal and regulatory 
framework related to space activities. It 
may require India to develop or revise 
domestic laws and regulations to align with 
the treaty's principles, which could shape 
the legal and regulatory environment for 
India's space program. This may involve 
establishing licensing and authorization 
mechanisms, defining property rights and 
responsibilities, and addressing liability and 
dispute resolution issues related to lunar 
exploration and resource utilization. 

 6. Socio-Economic Benefits: India's approach 
to the Moon Agreement may also have 
socio-economic benefits. Complying with 
the treaty's principles of equitable sharing 
of benefits and promoting international 
cooperation may create opportunities for 
Indian companies and researchers to 
participate in global space ventures, 
access new markets, and generate 
economic returns from lunar exploration 
and utilization. This could stimulate 
economic growth, technological innovation, 
and job creation in India's space industry 
and related sectors. 

In conclusion, the future prospects of India's 
approach to the Moon Agreement have wide-
ranging implications for India's lunar exploration 
agenda and beyond. They may influence policy 
decisions, technological advancements, 
international collaborations, diplomatic 
relations, legal and regulatory framework, and 
socio-economic benefits. Navigating these 
prospects effectively can shape India's 
engagement with the Moon Agreement and 
contribute to its long-term objectives in lunar 
exploration and space governance. 
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CONCLUSION: ANALYZING INDIA’S APPROACH 
TO THE MOON AGREEMENT AND ITS IMPACTS 

India's approach to the Moon Agreement is a 
significant aspect of its lunar exploration 
agenda and has potential legal, economic, and 
strategic impacts. Through a thorough analysis 
of India's compliance with the Moon Agreement, 
challenges and opportunities, and future 
prospects, it is evident that India's approach to 
this international treaty can shape its policies, 
technologies, collaborations, diplomatic 
relations, legal framework, and socio-economic 
benefits in the field of lunar exploration. 

India's compliance with the Moon Agreement 
may require careful navigation of the treaty's 
principles while addressing challenges such as 
the evolving legal framework, resource 
utilization, and conflicting interests of various 
stakeholders. However, it also presents 
opportunities for international collaborations, 
technological advancements, and socio-
economic benefits. India's commitment to the 
principles of international cooperation, 
equitable sharing of benefits, and avoiding 
harmful interference can contribute to its 
reputation as a responsible space-faring nation 
and foster global cooperation in space 
governance. 

As India advances its lunar exploration agenda, 
it needs to consider the potential impacts of its 
approach to the Moon Agreement and align its 
policies, technologies, and collaborations 
accordingly. This may involve revisiting 
domestic laws and regulations, promoting 
international partnerships, fostering 
technological innovation, and maximizing 
socio-economic benefits. India's approach to 
the Moon Agreement can have broader 
implications not only for its lunar exploration 
efforts but also for its standing in the global 
space community, diplomatic relations, and 
long-term strategic interests in space. 

In conclusion, analyzing India's approach to the 
Moon Agreement and its impacts requires a 
comprehensive understanding of the legal, 

economic, and strategic considerations. By 
navigating the challenges and opportunities 
associated with the Moon Agreement, India can 
shape its lunar exploration agenda and 
contribute to the broader goals of space 
governance, while maximizing its benefits from 
lunar exploration and utilization. 
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